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41st National Championship 

Sailing Instructions
1. Rules

1.1 The Regatta will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the Prescriptions of the United States Sailing Association (USSailing), the rules of the International Mobjack Association (except as any of these are changed by these sailing instructions) and by these sailing instructions.

1.2 The Regatta is designated category A in accordance with RRS Appendix G.

2. Entries

2.1 Eligible boats may be entered by completing registration with the organizing authority. 

2.2 Eligible competitors shall be members of the International Mobjack Association in good standing by the end of the Skipper’s Meeting on the first day of the regatta.

2.3 Completed entry forms shall be in the hands of the Race Committee by the end of the Skippers’ Meeting on the first day of the regatta..

2.4 A competitor who will not have reached his/her 19th birthday by December 31, 2000 may race as a Junior by registering on the entry form that he/she is racing as a Junior. 

3. Notices to Competitors

3.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the Official Regatta Notice Board located at the Old Dominion University Sailing Center.

4. Changes to Sailing Instructions


4.1 Any change to these Sailing Instructions will be posted by the end of the Skippers’ Meeting on the day it will take effect or on a day when there is no Skipper’s Meeting, at least 30 minutes before the departure of the Committee Boat (departure time is normally one hour before the first warning signal).


5. Signals Made Ashore

5.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed on the Official Regatta Notice Board located at the Old Dominion University Sailing Center.

5.2 Flag "AP" with two sound signals (one when lowered) means "The race is postponed".  The warning signal will be made not less than 30 minutes after "AP" is lowered.

5.3 Flag "B" fully hoisted with one sound signal means " Protest time has begun".  When lowered half way it means "There are less than 30 minutes remaining before protest time ends".  When lowered it means "Protest time has ended".

6. Schedule of Races

6.1 Races are scheduled as follows:

Race
Day, Date                 Time of Warning Signal

1
Friday, Aug 18
1130

2 
Friday, Aug. 18
 immediately following 

3
Saturday, Aug 19
1100

4
Saturday, Aug 19
immediately following

5
Sunday, Aug 20
1100

7. Racing Area

7.1 The racing area will be in the Lafayette and Elizabeth Rivers near the Old Dominion Sailing Center.

8. The Course  

8.1 The course will be either G or O with a 1.2 to 1.5 nautical mile weather leg making a total course of not less than 6 nor more than 7.5 nautical miles, with the maximum to be sailed if possible.  It is recommended that the courses be alternated.

8.2 Multiple laps of the triangle portion of the course will be sailed if the 1.2 to 1.5 mile weather leg is not possible.
9. Marks

9.1 The rounding marks for all classes will be temporary inflatable marks set by the Race Committee.

9.2 New Marks, as provided in rule 33, (Changing Course After the Start) will be inflatable marks.

9.3 The starting and finishing marks will be inflatable or cylindrical marks.

10. The Start

10.1 Races will be started in accordance with rule 26, system 2.  

10.2 The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange or yellow flag on the committee boat at the starboard end and the port-end starting mark.

10.3 If for any reason other than current or lack of wind a boat fails to start within thirty (30) minutes after the starting signal, she shall not be eligible to start.  In the case of a boat making a premature start and failing to return and make a proper start within thirty (30) minutes, said yacht shall be disqualified.

10.4 A boat shall not start later than (10) minutes after her starting signal.

11. Change of the Course After the Start

11.1  A change of course after the start will be signaled before the leading boat has begun the leg, although the new mark may not yet be in position. Any mark to be rounded after rounding the new mark may be relocated to maintain the original course configuration.

11.2 When in a subsequent change of course a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced with an original mark.

12. Shortening or Abandoning the Race

12.1 The course shall not be shortened.

13. The Finish

13.1 The finishing line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on a race committee boat and the finishing mark.

14. Time Limit

14.1 The time limit will be three (3) hours.  One boat finishing within three hours shall make the race valid for all other boats in that race

14.2 Boats failing to finish within thirty (30) minutes after the first boat finishes or within the time limit, whichever is later, will be scored "Did not finish".  This changes rule 35.

15. Protests

15.1 Protests shall be written on forms available from the Race Committee and delivered at the Regatta Headquarters suite within the Protest Time which will begin when the race committee boat docks and end one hour later. The protest time will be announced as described in 5.3 above.

15.2 The Protest Committee will hear protests in approximately the order of receipt and as soon as possible.

15.3 When the Protest Committee decides to change a boats score under RRS 64.2, she shall be awarded points for that race equal to the average, rounded to the nearest tenth of a point (0.05 to be rounded up) of her points for the series except the race in question.

16. Scoring

16.1 The Low-Point Scoring System, rule A2, will apply.

16.2 Each yacht’s total score will be the sum of her scores for all races.

17. Prizes

18.1  
The winner will be awarded the International Mobjack Championship Trophy. Prizes will also be awarded to 2nd through 5th positions.

18.2
The Stein Award (Senior National Champion) shall be presented to the skipper with the best finish who is 63 years of age or older at the start of the National Championship Regatta.

18.3
The Ulmer Award will be presented to the member participating in their first Nationals as a  skipper who finishes highest in the regatta but does not receive a position award.

18.4
The Stephanie Ann Ives Memorial Trophy (Youth Award) shall be presented to that member skipper, not having reached their 21st birthday during the year the Nationals is held, who finishes highest in the regatta but does not receive a position award or the Ulmer Award for the regatta.

18.5
The “Family Award” shall be presented to the qualifying skipper who finishes highest in the  regatta but does not receive a position award, Ulmer Award or youth award. To qualify, the skipper must have at least one crew member from another generation of their family aboard.

18.6
The “Top Woman Skipper Award” shall be presented to the female skipper finishing highest in the National Championship Regatta.

18.7
The Mobjack Systems Award shall be presented to the husband-wife team regardless of which is skipper and crew who have the best finish among husband-wife teams.

18.8
The “Long Haul Award” shall be presented to that member who trails their boat the longest distance in order to participate in the Nationals.

18.9          A “Fleet Award” shall be presented to the fleet (other than the host fleet) which has the largest number of boats participating in the Nationals.  In the case of a tie, the fleet with the highest total standing in the regatta shall be given the award.

18.10       The “Anchor Award” shall be presented to the skipper who has the largest number of  total points of all skippers completing every race.  In the tradition of this award the winner is to maintain the trophy for the following year and add one piece of memorabilia or otherwise make improvements to enhance the trophy.

18.11
The Stephen McDonough Sr. Award shall be presented to the skipper who has displayed the best sportsmanship during the regatta.  This shall be determined by a vote of the participating sailors.

Competitors Responsibilities: (Fundamental Rule B)


 It shall be the sole responsibility of each boat  to decide whether or not to start or to continue to  race.  By participating in a race conducted under these rules, each competitor and yacht owner agrees:


(i) 
to be governed by the rules;


(ii)
to accept the penalties imposed and other action taken in accordance with the rules,  subject to the appeal and review procedures provided in them, as the final determination of  any matter arising under the rules; and


(iii)
with respect to such a determination, not to resort to any court or tribunal not provided by  the rules.

Appendix A: Racing Area
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Appendix B: Diagram of Courses
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Note: A number beside the letter designation indicates the number of triangles to be sailed.  The sailing area may not allow a single leg of 1 mile under some wind directions.

